
Nelson Gonzalez is the manager of the Lancaster Animal Care Center. He graduated from El Camino Real 
High School, and is a veteran of the United States Marine Corps. During his enlistment Nelson was 
sta�oned in Okinawa Japan, deployed to Kandahar Afghanistan in support of Opera�on Enduring 
Freedom, Australia, Thailand, Korea.  Nelson is also a father to six children.  

A�er depar�ng the Marines, he atended East Los Angeles College where he majored in Administra�on 
of Jus�ce and met his wife, Cinthya.  He recounts that as he explored career op�ons, he encountered an 
Animal Control Officer from the Downey Animal Care Center and was able to speak to them about their 
job du�es and responsibili�es. He quickly discovered that a career in animal welfare encompassed two 
things that he was passionate about Law Enforcement and Animals.  

In August 2009, Nelson began his career with the County of Los Angeles Department of Animal Care and 
Control as an Animal Care Atendant at the Agoura Animal Care Center.  While at Agoura, he diligently 
learned the du�es and was promoted to Animal Control Officer III. On May 3, 2021, Nelson became a 
Cer�fied Animal Control Officer (CACO). In June 2021, he transferred to the Palmdale ACC and served as 
the Kennel Sergeant.  In December 2023, Nelson was promoted to Lieutenant at the Palmdale Animal 
Care Center and then promoted to Animal Control Manager as of April 2024 over the Lancaster Animal 
Care Center. 


